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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A map information display control device, comprising: 

a map information acquirer which acquires map information; 

an information acquirer which acquires a plurality of map component information 
forming the map information [fwith]] a the plurality of map component information respectively 
representing at least one of traffic information relating to a traffic status or feature information 
relating to a feature; 

a time information acquirer which acquires a time i n fo r ma ti on relating to a t ime wl i cn at 
which the plurality of map component information is acquired by the information acquirer is 
acquire d or generated to be contained in the plurality_af_map_cjam^ 
being set as a start time : 

a timer which counts an elapsed time from the start time up to a current time; bas e d o n 
the t i me ferfbn n ation; and 

a display controller which controls a display unit to display the map information and the 
plural jty_oi man component infojroation. one of the plurality of map component informationa l 
which the elapsed time exceeds a predetermined time period being displayed with tmcHa 
supe r pose the m ap c o mponent information relat in g to the elaps e d t im e hav i ng c x cccdcd - a 
predetermined t ime peri o d on t he map infoima tioirm a display pattern with higher transparency 
than the other of the plurality of [[the]] map component information re l at i ng t o of which the 
elapsed time not- having has not exceeded the predetermined time period- 
Claims 2-5 (canceled) 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim [[5]] 1, wherein the display controller changes the display pattern of the one of the plurality 
Of map component information of the information rela t ing to t he elaps e d t ime ha v ing exceeded 
th e pre dct e nmned t ime p e r iod 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

a map information storage which stores the map information; and 

an information storage which can store plural pieces of information, in each piece _e_ach_o.f 
the plurality of map component information and the time infomiation at which the each of the 
plurality of ma p comport information is generated being associated. 

Claim 8 (canceled) 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim 7 ? wherein the information storage stores the ptora l - piec e s of plurality of map component 
information by associating unique identification information with each type of the plurality of 
map component information. 

Claim 10 (canceled) 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim. [[7]] 9, wherein when the information acquirer acquires [[the]] updated map component 
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information of which same unique identification information a& one of is identical with the 
unique identification information associated with one of the stored p lu r al p i e ces of plurality of 
map component infonxiation, the information storage conducts an updating by replacing the one 
of the stored plural piece s of plurality of map component information with o n e pi ece of the 
updated map component information, - associated wi t h t he time mfor r nattofl con - es p o nding to the 
sam e map - c o mpon en t inf o rmati o n. 

Claim 12 (canceled) 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim U, wherein when recognizing the updating, the display controller displays the undated 
map component information relat i ng to the replaced info r mation in a different pattern from the 
other of the plurality of map component information. 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The map information display control device according to 
claim 1, wherein the display controller displays the plurality of map component information such 
that a difference in transparency becomes large as the elapsed time becomes long. 

Claim 16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A map information display control-system comprising: 

-4- 



PAGE 4/13 * RCVD AT 3/1212009 3:16:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/2* DNiS:2738300 * CSID:7174261664 * DURATION (mm-ss):03.54 



03/.12/2009 15:21 7174261664 



NICK BROME 



PAGE 05 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/594,149 
a map information display control device; and 

a terminal unit which is connected to the map information display control device via a 
network in a data transmittable manner, die terminal unit including the display unit which 
displays tine map information, wherein 

the map information display control device includes: 

a map information acquirer which acquires map information; 

an information acquirer which acquires a plurality of map component information 
forming the map information [[with]] , the plurality of map component information respectively 
representing at least one of traffic information relating to a traffic status or feature information 
relating to a feature; 

a time information acquirer which acquires a time info r ma t ion r elating to a time when at 
which the plurality of map component information is acquired bv the information acquirer is 
acqui r ed or generated to be contained, in the plurality of map component information, the time 
being set as a start time ; 

a timer which counts an elapsed time from the start time up to a current time; based on 
the time info r mation; and 

a display controller which controls a display unit to display the map information and the 
plurality of map component information, one of the plurality of map component information of 
which the elapsed time exceeds a predetermined time period being displayed with and-to 
supe r po s e ih c map compo ne n t herniati on r e l at in g to the etepscd t ime h ar mg - exceed e d a 
ptedetet r mn e d lime pe rio d o n the m ap informati o n in a display pattern with higher transparency 
than the odier of the plurality of [[the]] map component information re l ating ^ of which the 
elapsed time rtotkzvmg has not exceeded the predetermined time period. 
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Claim 1 8 (currently amended): A map information display control system, comprising: 
a server including a storage storing map information, and a distributing unit distributing: 
a plurality of map component information forming the map information [[with]] representing at 
least one of traffic information relating to a traffic status or feature information relating to a 
feature; and time information relating to a time when the plurality of map component information 
is generated or distributed by an information distributor; and 

a map information display control device which is connected to the server via a network 
in a data transmittable manner and controls the display unit to display the map information and 
the plurality of map component information, wherein 

the map information display control device includes: a map information acquirer which 
acquires map information; an information acquirer which acquires the plurality of map 
component information f o rming t he map info r mation w i th at l ea s t ong -cr f traffic infuimati o n 
relati n g to a n - affic s tatu s- or fea t ure information r elating to a fea t u r e ; a time information acquirer 
which acquires a time refo r mation r ela ti ng t o a time when at which the plurality of map 
component information is acquired bv the information acquirer i s acqui r ed or generated to be 
contained in the plurality of map component information, the time being set as a start ti me ; a 
timer which counts an elapsed time from the time up to a current time based on -flic time 
information ; and a display controller which controls a display unit to display the map information 
and the plurality of map component information, one of the plurality of map component 
inform ation of which the elapsed tim e exceeds a predetermined time period bei ng di splayed with 
and to supcip o s e the m ap c o mp o ne n t i n fo rma t i o n i dating t o die e laps e d time having c xcccdc d-a 
pjtedairminid time period o n the map i nf o r matio n i n a display pattern with higher transparency 
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than the other of the plurality of [[the]] map component informa tion of which r elating to the 
elapsed time no t having has not exceeded the predetermined time period. 

Claim 1 9 (currently amended): A map information display control method in which a 
computing unit controls a display unit to display map information, wh e j . c m th e compntifl c g -c imt 
acqui r es comprising : 

acquirin g a plurality of map component information forming the map information 
[[with]] representing at least one of traffic information relating to a traffic status or feature 
information relating to a feature; 

acquiring attd time mfomatron relating to a time when the map component information is 
acquired and an elapsed time from the time ut> to a current time : and 

eontrcrte ; on rc fcOgn mn g^ra H hc acquired time informati o n has exceeded the 
p rcdcte r m i n eg Hime period, controlling the display unit to display superpose one of the plurality 
of map information of which the elapsed time exceeds a predeterm ined ti me period 
c o rr e s p onding to die t ime informatio n on t he nirap - inf o nna ti on in a display pattern with higher 
transparency than, the other of the plurality. of map component information co iT CSpondingip - t hc 
tim e infornialiou n o t having of which the elapsed time has not exceeded the predetermined time 
period. 

Claim 20 (previously presented): A map information display control method in which a 
computing unit controls a display unit to display map information, whe re in the computing un i t 
comprising: 
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acquiring a plurality of map component information forming the map information 
[[with]] representing at least one of traffic information relating to a traffic status or feature 
information relating to a feature; and time inf o rmation relating to 

acquiring a time when the map component information is generated and an elapsed time 
from the time up to a current time : and 

controls, on - r e c o gnizing tha tt hc time informa t ion o f the acqu ire d inf or ma t i o n has 
e x c e eded t h e p rede t ermined t ime pe r i od , controlling the display unit to s u p e r pose display one Qf 
the map component information of which the elapsed time exceeds a predeteonined .time [.period 
of the acquired information on the map infui ma tron in a display pattern with higher transparency 
than the other of the plural ity of map component information of which the elapsed time has not 
of the uifeiiiutiou including the t unc -mfomrati on no t ha v ing exceeded the predetermined time 
period. 

Claim 21 (new): The map information display control device according to claim 1, 
wherein the map component iaformation comprises an icon. 
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